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You are the most powerful country in the world. You have the biggest army, the largest businesses and the most influence. 
Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· President Assad is a cruel dictator who has refused to give freedom to his people since becoming leader in 2000. Since becoming leader he has closed newspapers, created lots of anti-freedom laws brought emergency rule back in place and is heavily influenced by bad people. 

· President Assad is a strong friend of Iran - not a democratic country like the United States of America. 

· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, Assad attacked them and 7,500 civilians have died. 
· You believe that all people should have the freedom to elect their leaders; therefore you feel you have to support the Syrian people.

· In the last 10 years you invaded Afghanistan and Iraq. Many innocent civilians died in these wars. You did not have permission from the United Nations to invade Iraq.

· Some countries believe it’s wrong to invade another country. They say that no country has the right to get rid of the leader of another country.  

· Syria has a lot of oil. America needs a lot of oil. Some people say America wants to get rid of President Assad so that it can control Syria’s oil.

· Some people wonder why America is only willing to invade Iraq when there are lots of other countries in the area, like Saudi Arabia and Iran, with cruel dictators who don’t give any freedom to their people.
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Saudi Arabia

[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf]You are a very powerful country in the area because you have a huge amount of oil – more than any other county in the world! However, you are a dictatorship. You country is run by one family who controls everything.
Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· You are not friends with Syria because of religious differences. 

· You run your country under very strict rules. For example, if anyone steals something, they will have their hand cut off. Women are not allowed to drive.

· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, President Assad ordered his army to stop the protests - as a result many civilians have died. But you don’t want to encourage people in your country to protest because you are also a dictator.

· You believe it’s wrong to invade another country. No country has the right to get rid of the leader of another country. 

· Some countries have challenged you. They say you should give your people more freedom and hold elections. 
· Some countries say the only reason America won’t interfere in your country is because you have so much oil, which they need. However, you also rely on America for many of your army’s weapons.
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You are one of the most powerful countries in the world. You have a huge army and have the second biggest economy in the world. You are not a democracy. One political party has run China for 60 years. There are no elections.

Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· President Assad is a cruel dictator who has refused to give freedom to his people since becoming leader in 2000. Since becoming leader he has closed newspapers, created lots of anti-freedom laws brought emergency rule back in place and is heavily influenced by bad people. 

· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, Assad attacked them and 7,500 civilians have died. 
· You do not believe innocent people should be killed, either by President Assad or by the armies of America, the UK or France.

· You believe it’s wrong to invade another country but you are not against bombing a country if necessary and are suspicious of Western attempts to democratise the world.

· Some countries have challenged you. They say you should give your people more freedom and hold elections. 
· Like China you were against the UN resolution on Syria’s future.
· You buy many products and goods from Syria.
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You are the only real democratic country in the Middle East area. You hold regular elections.

Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· President Assad is a cruel dictator who has refused to give freedom to his people since becoming leader in 2000. Since becoming leader he has closed newspapers, created lots of anti-freedom laws brought emergency rule back in place and is heavily influenced by bad people. 

· President Assad is a strong friend of Iran - not a democratic country like Israel. 

· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, Assad attacked them and 7,500 civilians have died. 
· You believe that all people should have the freedom to elect their leaders: therefore you feel you have to support the Syrian people.
· You are a Jewish country. All the other countries in the area are Muslim.
· Some of the Muslim countries in the area hate your country.
· Over the past 60 years ago, your country has invaded and controlled a country called Palestine. You still control this country and treat many Palestinians very badly. 
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You are an important European country. You have a strong army and quite a lot of influence. You have also been strong friends of Syria’s in the past.
Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· President Assad is a cruel dictator who has refused to give freedom to his people since becoming leader in 2000. Since becoming leader he has closed newspapers, created lots of anti-freedom laws brought emergency rule back in place and is heavily influenced by bad people. 

· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, Assad led a crackdown that has seen 7,500 civilians die. 

· You believe that all people should have the freedom to elect their leaders; therefore you feel you have to support the Syrian people.

· Some countries believe it’s wrong to invade another country. They say that no country has the right to get rid of the leader of another country. This is often called ‘regime change’.  

· Your relationship has become very difficult strained in these last months. 
· Some people wonder why America is only willing to. There are lots of other countries in the area, like Saudi Arabia and Iran, with cruel dictators who don’t give any freedom to their people.
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Syria

You are a dictatorship. Your country is run by one family who control everything.  Your people have risen up to protest against the government as you want more freedom. You have fought back and ordered your army to stop them. Many protesters have been killed.

Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· You are not friends with a number of the countries in the Middle East area because of religious differences. 
· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, Assad led a crackdown that has seen 7,500 civilians die. 

· You complain that the American, British and French armies are also killing innocent people when they bombed Libya, Iraq and Afghanistan.

· You believe it’s wrong to invade another country. They say that no country has the right to get rid of the leader of another country. This is often called ‘regime change’.  

· Some countries have challenged you. They say you should give your people more freedom and hold elections. 

· Some countries are now suggesting that America and others should take action to stop you killing your people.
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[image: image21.wmf][image: image22.wmf]You are one of the most powerful countries in Europe. You have a strong army and quite a lot of influence.

Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· President Assad is a cruel dictator who has refused to give freedom to his people since becoming leader in 2000. Since becoming leader he has closed newspapers, created lots of anti-freedom laws brought emergency rule back in place and is heavily influenced by bad people. 

· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, Assad led a crackdown that has seen 7,500 civilians die. 

· You believe that all people should have the freedom to elect their leaders; therefore you feel you have to support the Syrian people.

· In the last 10 years you invaded Afghanistan and Iraq. Many innocent civilians died in these wars. You did not have permission from the United Nations to invade Iraq.

· Some countries believe it’s wrong to invade another country. They say that no country has the right to get rid of the leader of another country. This is often called ‘regime change’.  

· Some people wonder why the United Kingdom is only willing to invade Iraq when there are lots of other countries in the area, like Saudi Arabia and Iran, with cruel dictators who don’t give any freedom to their people.
· You are traditionally America’s closest friend. You almost always support America. 
Iran
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You are a very powerful country in the area because you have a huge amount of oil. You do hold elections, but the real power in the country is held by just a few people. 

Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· You are a good friends with  Syria and its leader President Assad. 

· You run your country under very strict rules and imprison some people who speak out against your leaders.

· People have protested and demanded more freedom in Iran, but the leaders in Iran have ignored them so far.

· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, President Assad ordered his army to stop the protests - as a result many civilians have died. But you don’t want to encourage people in your country to protest because you are also a dictator.

· You believe it’s wrong to invade another country. They say that no country has the right to get rid of the leader of another country. 

· Some countries have challenged you. They say you should give your people more freedom and hold elections. 
· Your leaders do not like Israel, another country near you, and you have threatened to attack it.
Iraq
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Your country has just finished a long war, which began when America and the UK invaded your country in 2003. Around half a million people were killed in the fighting. Your country used to be ruled by Saddam Hussein, a very cruel dictator who killed anyone who disagreed with him. Now you have a democracy, but your country is still not safe - people continue to die from bombings. 

Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· President Assad is a cruel dictator who has refused to give freedom to his people since becoming leader in 2000. Since becoming leader he has closed newspapers, created lots of anti-freedom laws brought emergency rule back in place and is heavily influenced by bad people. 

· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, Assad led a crackdown that has seen 7,500 civilians die. 

· You believe that all people should have the freedom to elect their leaders; therefore you feel you have to support the Syrian people.

· However, when America & the UK invaded your country, many, many innocent people died so you need to think carefully about what should happen.

· You have a lot of oil which you can sell to America, Britain and France. However, you do not have many modern weapons.

Russia
[image: image28.wmf]



 [image: image2.png]



You are one of the most powerful countries in the world. You have a huge army. You have recently voted for a new President, though there were signs of corruption.  

Important information to help you prepare for the debate: 
· President Assad is a cruel dictator who has refused to give freedom to his people since becoming leader in 2000. Since becoming leader he has closed newspapers, created lots of anti-freedom laws brought emergency rule back in place and is heavily influenced by bad people. 

· When the Syrian people began to protest and demand democracy, Assad led a crackdown that has seen 7,500 civilians die. 

· You do not believe innocent people should be killed, either by President Assad or by the armies of America, the UK or France.

· You believe it’s wrong to invade another country but you are not against bombing a country if necessary.
· Some countries have challenged you. They say you should give your people more freedom and hold elections. 
· Like China you were against the UN resolution on Syria’s future.
· Syria also provides Russia with a naval base which is very important to Russia.
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