Understanding the UK Riots, 2011

This is a 2 lesson unit of learning to help students understand the UK Riots and reach an informed view about why they took place.

Lesson 1:
Students will investigate and then answer the 6Ws (what, when, where, who, how and why?) about the UK riots using photos from the events.  By the end of the lesson they will have a clear understanding of what happened and have a view on why.

Lesson 2:
Students will answer the question, ‘Why did the riots happen?’ through a silent debate.

Lesson 1: The UK riots: what, when, where, who, how and why?

	Learning Questions
	Learning Steps
	Resources

	The UK riots: what, when, where, who, how and why?
	INTRODUCTION:

As students arrive, play the ‘Riot PowerPoint’ on a loop.

Explain that you are about to investigate the riots which took place in the Uk over the summer. However, the purpose of this topic is not just to know about what happened in the riots, but to ask deeper questions such as why did the riots happen?

ACTIVITY:

With students sitting in small groups (3-4), give each table of students (ideally 9 small groups) a ‘riot photo’ glued onto the middle of a large sheet of sugar paper. 

Ask students to have a discussion on their tables about the photo in front of them, and then to write down on the sugar paper any questions they have about it using one of the 6Ws (what, when, where, who, how and why?). It may be best to pick one of the photos and model the process for the students.

Give each group around 3 minutes for each photo, and then get each group to move on to the next photo – students move, the photos stay on the table. At the next table they can either try to answer any question written down by previous groups, or they can write additional questions.

Keep the students circulating in groups until each group has asked / answered questions to each photo. 
When all groups have finished go through each of the photos (using the PowerPoint) and ask students to share the questions they had about each photos and try to answer it collectively. (Don’t limit the discussion to the students who have that particular photo in front of them, or everyone else will get bored!). Don’t get into a deep discussion about why the riots happened – this will be covered in the next lesson.

Brief summary of each photo:

1. Mark Duggan – shot dead by police. Some say this incident started the riots

2. Looters caused an estimated £14million in damage in just one street – London Road in Croydon

3. Student victim – Ashraf Haziq, a Malaysian student, was beaten up, and then robbed by a group of young people who were pretending to help him.

            http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Gex_ya4-Oo
4. A woman jumps from a burning building in Croydon

5. Riot Police – some say they acted too late and did too little

6. Prime Minister David Cameron talks to a senior police officer, after returning from holiday. Some say the cuts he has made to public services like youth clubs are partly responsible for the riots

7. Tariq Jahan, the father of Haroon Jahan and two other young men who were deliberately knocked over and killed by a car during the riots. Mr Jahan said in an interview: “Blacks, Asians, whites – we all live in the same community. Why do we have to kill each other? What's started these riots, and what's escalated them? Why are we doing this? I lost my son. Step forward if you want to lose your sons. Otherwise, calm down and go home.” Here’s a clip:
            http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-14481061
8. Many thousands of people, like these in Clapham, southwest London, volunteered to clean up after the riots.

9. The courts are now dealing with suspected rioters. Some people say they are giving convicted rioters much tougher sentences than they would usually do.

If you have time, show students this web page, and go through exactly what happened using the vides and photos:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14436499
PLENARY:

Show the PowerPoint slide of the ‘Peckham Post-Its’ and explain that residents in Peckham ‘fought back’ by expressing their desire for peace through this Post-It display. Give each student a Post-It and ask them to write down what their message to the rioters would have been.


	9 x large sugar paper each with a ‘riot photo’ glued to the middle of it

Post-its


Lesson 2: Why did the riots happen?

	Learning Questions
	Learning Steps
	Resources

	Why did the riots happen?

 
	INTRODUCTION

When students have settled, play the video clip below and then give them a few minutes to discuss in pairs why they think the riots happened?

http://www.4thought.tv/4thoughts/0396-Adrian-Mills-Why-did-the-riots-happen-
Or possibly this one…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9UKBi25G0HE
You could ask students to discuss why they think the riots happened, and write down their top idea on a post-it and stick it on a board at the front. Group them and summarise the most common / interesting views.

ACTIVITY

Introduce the learning question and explain that we are going to have a debate to decide why the riots happened. The purpose of this is not simply to understand what happened, but to help develop our thinking and debating skills.

In order to have an useful debate we first need to think through some of the arguments. Give each group of students a set of ‘Diamond 9’ cards. Ask them to look through the cards and then rank them in order of what they think are the most like reasons the riots happened. They can add their own ideas on blank cards too.  

Explain that it is now time for the debate, but that this is a special debate because it will be a silent debate. 
Silent Debate:

· Students should be sitting groups of about four

· Give each group a large sheet of sugar paper and ask them to write the topic for the debate in the middle – Why did the UK riots happen? 

· Give each students in each group a different coloured pen and ask them to write a colour key so you know who has written what

· Tell them to debate by writing their opinions on the paper – they should not simply write their own views, but respond to what others have written to using counter arguments.

· Soon you will have lots of different views and counter views radiating out from the central debate questions. It should look like a large spider diagram.

· Remember – no on is allowed to speak!

· Give students around 10 minutes for the debate.
PLENARY

Discuss:

· Why did the riots happen?

· Has anyone changed their minds? Why?

· What should the Government / police / young people do now?

 
	Diamond 9 card sets

Large sheets of sugar paper and coloured pens
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